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Chairman’s Message

Dear Bright Futures friends,

There is no escaping the fact that

we are in the midst of a Federal

Election!

With promises from all political parties being showered upon
us, it is tempting to make our assessments solely on how they
will benefit us personally. The health of a nation does
depend on people being employed and opportunities
existing for our advancement, but that must always be
balanced by our responsibilities to provide for needy people

within and without our country.

At Bright Futures we feel privileged to be playing a
supportive role in building and rebuilding the lives of
thousands of people who are part of Australia’s global

community. How have we done that in recent times?

Bright Futures has become a member of Micah Australia, a
consortium of Christian aid agencies advocating for justice
and change to better the lives of poor communities around
the world. We have added our voices to those actively
involving in promoting a world free from poverty and

inequality.

To demonstrate that involvement in a practical way, Bright
Futures has assisted in resourcing our partners in northern
Uganda, to open a much needed Health Centre in Lukodi
that is providing primary health care, particularly to women

and children.

Finally, as a means of enhancing our capacity and impact in
alleviating poverty and strengthening communities through
our Pakistan, Kenya and Uganda and beyond, the Bright
Futures Board has decided to seek accreditation under the
Australian Non-Government Cooperation Program. This
rigorous process will strengthen our practice and hopefully

lead to access to greater resources to serve those in need.

Thank you again for being part of the Bright Futures family.

Koo Berysa_

Roger Bryson, Chair
Bright Futures Child Aid & Development Fund Australia

“One book, one pen, one child and one
teacher can change the world.”

When Malala Yousafzai, the Pakistani schoolgirl shot by the Taliban for her advocacy of girls education and the youngest ever
Nobel Peace Prize winner at 17 years of age, uttered the words above before the United Nations Assembly, she captured
much more than the right of every child to an education. She spoke fo the power of education to liberate and improve the
lives of the world’s poor. At the heart of the work of Bright Futures is an unrelenting commitment to the education of children, their

parents and their communities as education makes tfransformative change possible.

Education Empowers

The economic and personal empowerment that education provides, for
girls and women in particular, allows them to make healthier choices for
themselves and their families. Benefits include not only the reducing the
impact of HIV/AIDS, but reduction of poverty, improvement of the health
of women and their children, delay of marriage, reduction of female
genital cutting, and increase in decision-making power.

On average, for a girl in a poor Education Helps Improve Child Survival and Maternal Health
country, each additional year of A child born to an educated mother is more than twice as likely to survive

education beyond grades three or to the age of five as a child born to an uneducated mother. Educated

four will lead to 20 percent higher mothers are 50 percent more likely to immunize their children than

wages and a 10 percent decrease in mothers with no schooling. Women with six or more years of education
are more likely to seek prenatal care, assisted childbirth, and postnatal

the risk of her own children dying of
ying care, reducing the risk of maternal and child mortality and illness.

preventable causes.

Education Contributes to the Fight against HIV/AIDS

HIV/AIDS infection rates are halved among young people who finish
primary school. If every girl and boy received a complete primary
education, at least 7 million new cases of HIV could be prevented in ten
years. A Ugandan study showed that rural Ugandans with secondary
education have a 75% lower rate of HIV infection than those without
education.

Education Helps Fight Poverty and Spur Economic Growth.
Education is a prerequisite for short and long-term economic growth. No
country has achieved continuous and rapid economic growth without at
least 40 percent of adults being able to read and write. A person’s
earnings increase by 10 percent for each year of schooling they receive,
franslating to a one percent annual increase in GDP if good quality

education is offered to the entire population.

Education Provides a Foundation for Peace Building.

Education is a critical building block for the development of an inclusive,
democratic society. Education nourishes peace. Across society, every
year of schooling decreases a male’s chance of engaging in violent
conflict by 20 percent. Development alleviates the injustice and lack of
opportunity that proponents of violence and terrorism exploit.

Source: Results.org
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micah

DO JUSTicE TOGETHER
Justice as a social reality

In the Biblical view, justice is a state of fairness, integrity, peace
and wholeness at all levels of society. It's a state that ensures the
rights and dignity of all, particularly the most vulnerable. In
joining Micah Australia, Bright Futures is adding its voice with

others who share a vision of a better world for the poor.

@ act forpeace *Caqtaq cbm @
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Online: of GiveNouw.com.au
Go to www.brightfutures.com.au
and click on the GiveNow secure
link to donate to projects in the
country of your choice. You can
even make a note to tell us how
you would like the funds used and

print out a tax deductible receipt.

Make a Donation

Using the secure engine
of GiveNows.com.au

Phone or Post:

You can call the office to donate
by credit card or post your cheque

to the Bright Futures office.

Pakistan
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3 g
'

of GiveNow.com.au
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